
 

MEETING MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COUNCIL COMMITTEE 

West Des Moines City Hall Training Room 
May 26, 2015 

 
Attending: 
Council Member – Rick Messerschmidt Public Works Director – Bret Hodne 
Council Member – Kevin Trevillyan Principal Engineer – Jason Schlickbernd 
City Manager – Tom Hadden Traffic Engineer – Eric Petersen 
Finance Director – Tim Stiles Traffic Engineer – Jim Dickinson 
Assistant City Attorney – Greta Truman Communications Specialist – Lucinda Stephenson 
City Engineer – Duane Wittstock Rod VanGenderen – Chief Building Official 

 
Meeting called to order at 11:32 AM. 

 
1. FEMA Flood Plain Update  

Issue Summary: 
Jason Schlickbernd, Principal Engineer, reported on the feedback provided by FEMA after staff 
submitted comments regarding the Polk Countywide FEMA mapping update.  A handout was provided 
showing comments from staff in black text and responses from FEMA in red text (Item 1).  Staff 
explained that FEMA does not map every possible flood plain, they generally only map where risks are 
anticipated.  In addition, through the City’s site plan review process, staff ensures that a design 
engineer addresses any potential flooding issues and obtains the necessary permits since FEMA doesn’t 
map everything.   
 
Staff responded to questions from the PWCC about current undeveloped areas being included in the 
mapping, stating that FEMA manages the federal flood insurance program so their assessment is from 
an insurance risk perspective and generally they wouldn’t map an area until it is developed.  If the City 
wants to map an area before it’s developed, the City conducts their own studies to determine where 
flood plains are, but FEMA is under no obligation to use the City’s studies.  The studies conducted by 
the City evaluate a storm event in time and model it to determine elevations and make 
recommendations for developers.  Staff stated that a study doesn’t provide any guarantee other than a 
probability if development is above a certain elevation the area would probably remain dry.    
 
Mr. Schlickbernd stated that the corporate limits for the City were not accurate so FEMA has been 
supplied with additional information regarding corporate limits.  The next step is to share the maps with 
the public and obtain comments from the public and finalize the maps.  It could potentially take a year 
or more to receive feedback from the public.  Staff stated that the last time mapping was conducted by 
FEMA in 2006, there were 20 foot contours but new technology has enabled the data to be more 
accurate and the contours are now down to approximately 2 feet.   
 

Direction: Information Only.   
 

2. Barnes Heights Sanitary Sewer – Deerr Property at 6225 Brookview Drive  
Issues Summary: 
Regarding the Deerr Property at 6225 Brookview Drive, which is in the proposed Barnes Heights 
Sanitary Sewer Connection fee district, the current property owner has contacted the City stating the 
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previous property owner had an agreement with the contractor when the Wrenwood Plat 1gravity sewer 
system was built that the contractor would make accommodations for 6225 Brookview Drive to hook 
up to the gravity sewer.  Staff has found no evidence of the agreement.  A copy of the letter received 
from the current property owner as well as a map identifying the 6225 Brookview Drive property 
outlined in red was provided (Item 2).  Staff is seeking recommendation from the PWCC on whether or 
not to allow the property owner to hook into the gravity sewer system in Wrenwood Plat 1 and exclude 
them from the proposed Barnes Heights Sanitary Sewer Connection fee district.  Staff responded to 
questions from the PWCC stating if a connection fee district for Barnes Heights is created, the sewer 
line would not have to be immediately installed.  Discussion included the option of property owners in 
the fee district paying the connection fee in advance even if a sewer line isn’t installed immediately and 
the concern of the increase in cost of construction if installation was deferred until there was demand 
for it.     
 

Direction:  The PWCC concurs that the Barnes Heights Sanitary Sewer Connection Fee District be created 
but to defer the construction of the sewer line until there is demand for it.  The PWCC concurs that all 
properties within the Barnes Heights Sanitary Sewer Connection Fee District be charged a connection fee 
without regard if the property is served via gravity or pressure sewer.   

 
3. Review of Public Works Items for Council Meeting  (June 1, 2015) 

A. Order Construction 
i. 22nd Street & Kingman Avenue Turn Lane Extension – The project is to lengthen the north 

bound left turn bay.  Some of the inside lanes will be closed during the project, which staff 
anticipates should only take 2-3 days.  Staff is recommending to give the contractor permission 
to work nights and weekends to alleviate any potential delays and traffic congestion.  The 
PWCC’s concern with overnight work is the noise created by breaking pavement.  Staff stated 
they can allow the contractor to work nights and weekends with a restriction to end pavement 
breaking by 10 PM.   
 

ii. 318 5th Street Improvements – City Manager Tom Hadden will provide an MOU (Memorandum 
of Understanding) at the June 2, 2015, Council meeting.  Council will decide on the level of 
renovations for the building.      

 
B. Award Contract 

i. Grand Avenue Improvements, Phase 5  
ii. Alluvion Yellow Fiber Route  
 

C. Accepting Work  
i. 2014 HMA Resurfacing Program  

ii. 139 6th Street Fiber Optic Connection Project 
 

D. Approval of Railroad Construction Agreement – Grand Avenue Improvements, Phase 5 
 

E. Approval of Professional Services Agreement for Bridge Inspection 
 

F. Approval of First Reading - Barnes Heights Sanitary Sewer Connection Fee District  
 

G. Approval of Acquisition of Agricultural Property – Grand Prairie Parkway Interchange at I-80 
 

H. Approval of Amendment to 28E Agreement with Warren County – Joint Maintenance of Corporate 
Line Roads  
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I. Approval of Traffic Code Amendments (2nd Reading) 

i. Special Stops Recommended Due to Visibility Issues 
a. 63rd Street & Orchard Drive 
b. 65th Street & Orchard Drive 

ii. No Parking Zone – West Side of 13th Street, from Locust Street to Walnut Street 
 

J. Approval of Agreement for Traffic Safety Improvement Program Funding  
 

Direction: The PWCC concurs with staff recommendations on the Council Agenda items. 
 

4. Staff Updates 
A. Dixie Acres Fee District – Staff stated that Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. provided a detailed report of the 

results of the evaluation of alternatives to provide sanitary sewer service to the Dixie Acres area 
(Item 4A).  Staff met with the property owners of Dixie Acres on May 19th and all are in agreement 
to proceed with the gravity sewer along 54th Street flowing to the south, which is the map of 
Alternative 1, Figure 2 in the handout.  Staff still has to obtain permanent easements since the sewer 
line will follow the property line along the sidewalk.     
 

Direction:  The PWCC concurs with staff recommendation. 
 

B. 2015 Annual Spring Clean-Up Event – Bret Hodne, Public Works Director, stated that staff met 
with two code enforcement officers and representatives from Waste Connections and the Metro 
Waste Authority to coordinate and discuss anticipated changes to the new guidelines for this year’s 
event.  Staff anticipates the biggest challenge will be bagged/boxed items still being left out for 
pick-up this year.  Waste Connections will have supervisors on the streets, code enforcement will 
patrol the neighborhoods throughout the event and Public Works staff will also try and monitor the 
areas.   
 

Direction: Information Only. 
 

5. Other Matters 
A. High Street – Mr. Hodne informed the PWCC that there is a resident on High Street with regular 

complaints about the amount of dust and potholes on High Street.  High Street has extremely low 
traffic volumes and staff monitors the condition of the road on a regular basis.  The road has an 
asphalt milling base so dust issues are typically not prevalent.  Mr. Hodne wanted the PWCC to be 
aware of the complaint in case any Council members are contacted about it. 
 

Direction: Information Only. 
 

B. MWA Board Meeting – Mr. Hodne reported that he attended the MWA board meeting last week 
and a controversial item regarding the disposal of waste material from the bird flu outbreak was 
voted on.  The vote was in favor of allowing the waste material to be placed in the landfill. 
 

Direction: Information Only. 
 

Page 3 of 4 
 



Meeting adjourned at 12:47 PM.  The next Public Works City Council Subcommittee meeting is scheduled 
for June 8, 2015.  Copies of handouts are available at Public Works upon request. 
 
A recording was made.  Respectfully submitted by Kimberly Pinegar, Secretary. 
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Pinegar, Kimberly

From: webinfo@wdm-ia.com
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2015 9:55 AM
To: Pinegar, Kimberly
Subject: West Des Moines: Public Works Council Committee Meeting

Public Works Council Committee Meeting 
Date: 5/26/2015 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM  
Location: West Des Moines City Hall - Training Room 
4200 Mills Civic Parkway 
West Des Moines, Iowa 50265  
Agenda: 05 26 15 PWCC Agenda  

To change your eSubscriptions preferences, click the following link: 
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/index.aspx?page=340&subscriberguid=963f055f-7359-4858-805f-4b8e2f66a55c 

To unsubscribe from all West Des Moines eSubscriptions, please click the following link:  
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/index.aspx?page=340&subscriberguid=963f055f-7359-4858-805f-
4b8e2f66a55c&unsubscribe=1 




