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 A.  EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROLS 
 
 A.(1). STABILIZATION PRACTICES  A 

description of temporary and permanent 
stabilization practices, including site-specific 
scheduling of the implementation of the 
practices. Stabilization practices may include:  
temporary seeding, permanent seeding, 
mulching, geotextiles, sod stabilization, 
vegetative buffer strips, protection of trees, 
preservation of mature vegetation, and other 
appropriate measures.    

 
 A.(2). STRUCTURAL PRACTICES  A 

description of structural practices to the 
degree attainable, to divert flows from 
exposed soils, store flows or otherwise limit 
runoff from exposed areas of the site.  Such 
practices may include silt fences, earth dikes, 
brush barriers, drainage swales, sediment 
traps, check dams, subsurface drains, pipe 
slope drains, level spreaders, storm drain inlet 
protection, rock outlet protection, reinforced 
soil retaining systems, gabions, and temporary 
or permanent sediment basins.  Structural 
practices should be placed on upland soils to 
the degree attainable.  The installation of these 
devices may be subject to Section 404 of the 
CWA. 

 
 A.(2).(a). For common drainage locations 

that serve an area with more than 10 disturbed 
acres at one time, a temporary or permanent 
sediment basin providing 3,600 cubic feet of 
storage per acre drained shall be provided 
where attainable until final stabilization of the 
site has been achieved.  The 3,600 cubic feet 
of storage area per acre drained does not apply 
to flows from offsite areas and flows from 
onsite areas that are either undisturbed or have 
undergone final stabilization where such flows 
are diverted around the sediment basin.  For 
drainage locations which serve more than 10 
disturbed acres at one time and where a 
temporary sediment basin providing 3,600 
cubic feet of storage per acre drained is not 
attainable, sediment traps, silt fences, or 
equivalent sediment controls are required for 
all sideslope and downslope boundaries of the 
construction area. 

 

 A.(2).(b). For drainage locations serving 
10 or fewer acres, sediment traps, silt fences 
or equivalent sediment controls are required 
for all sideslope and downslope boundaries of 
the construction area or a sediment basin 
providing for 3,600 cubic feet of storage per 
acre drained. 

 
 A.(2).(c). Unless infeasible, the following 

measures shall be implemented at all sites:  
utilize outlet structures that withdraw water 
from the surface when discharging from 
basins, provide and maintain natural buffers 
around surface waters and direct storm water 
to vegetated areas to both increase sediment 
removal and maximize storm water 
infiltration. 

 
 The permittee(s) shall minimize soil 

compaction and, unless infeasible, preserve 
topsoil.  “Infeasible” shall mean not 
technologically possible, or not economically 
practicable and achievable in light of the best 
industry practices.  “Unless infeasible, 
preserve topsoil” shall mean that, unless 
infeasible, topsoil from any areas of the site 
where the surface of the ground for the 
permitted construction activities is disturbed 
shall remain within the area covered by the 
applicable General Permit No. 2 authorization.  
Minimizing soil compaction is not required 
where the intended function of a specific area 
of the site dictates that it be compacted.  
Preserving topsoil is not required where the 
intended function of a specific area of the site 
dictates that the topsoil be disturbed or 
removed.  The permittee(s) shall control storm 
water volume and velocity to minimize soil 
erosion in order to minimize pollutant 
discharges and shall control storm water 
discharges, including both peak flowrates and 
total storm water volume, to minimize channel 
and stream bank erosion and scour in the 
immediate vicinity of discharge points.  An 
affidavit signed by the permittee(s) may be 
submitted to demonstrate compliance. 

  
 For construction activity which is part of a 

larger common plan of development, such as a 
housing or commercial development project, 
in which a new owner agrees in writing to be 
solely responsible for compliance with the 
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provisions of this permit for the property 
which has been transferred or in which the 
new owner has obtained authorization under 
this permit for a lot or lots (as specified in 
subrule 567-64.6(6) of the Iowa 
Administrative Code), the topsoil preservation 
requirements described above must be met no 
later than at the time the lot or lots have 
reached final stabilization as described in this 
permit. 

  
The topsoil preservation requirement 
described above shall be implemented for 
projects that have not received an 
authorization under this permit prior to 
October 1, 2012.  The topsoil preservation 
requirements are not required to be 
implemented for projects that have been 
authorized prior to October 1, 2012.  In 
residential and commercial developments, a 
plat is considered a project.  For other large 
areas that have been authorized for multiple 
construction sites, including those to be started 
at a future date, such as those located at 
industrial facilities, military installations and 
universities, a new construction project not yet 
surveyed and platted out is considered a 
project.  This stipulation is intended to be 
interpreted as requiring the topsoil 
preservation requirements on development 
plats and construction activities on other 
extended areas that may have several 
construction projects permitted under the same 
authorization to be implemented on those 
projects not yet surveyed and platted out prior 
to October 1, 2012 even if other plats and 
construction activities in the same 
development or other extended area were 
authorized prior to October 1, 2012. 

 
 B. STORM WATER MANAGEMENT  A 

description of measures that will be installed 
during construction to control pollutants in 
storm water discharges that will occur after 
construction operations have been completed.  
The installation of these devices may be 
subject to Section 404 of the CWA. This 
permit only addresses the installation of storm 
water management measures, and not the 
ultimate operation and maintenance of such 
structures after the construction activities have 
been completed and the site has undergone 

final stabilization.  Permittees are only 
responsible for the installation and 
maintenance of storm water management 
measures prior to final stabilization of the site, 
and are not responsible for maintenance after 
storm water discharges associated with 
industrial activity have been eliminated from 
the site. 

 
 B.(1). Such practices may include: storm 

water detention structures (including wet 
ponds); storm water retention structures; flow 
attenuation by use of open vegetated swales 
and natural depressions; and infiltration of 
runoff onsite; and sequential systems (which 
combine several practices).  A goal of 80 
percent removal of total suspended solids from 
those flows which exceed predevelopment 
levels should be used in designing and 
installing storm water management controls 
(where practicable).  Where this goal is not 
met, the permittee shall provide justification 
for rejecting each practice based on site 
conditions. 

 
 B.(2). Velocity dissipation devices shall be 

placed at discharge locations and along the 
length of any outfall channel as necessary to 
provide a non-erosive velocity flow from the 
structure to a water course so that the natural 
physical and biological characteristics and 
functions are maintained and protected (e.g. 
maintenance of hydrologic conditions present 
prior to the initiation of construction 
activities). 

 
 C. OTHER CONTROLS 
 
 C.(1). WASTE DISPOSAL  All wastes 

composed of building materials must be 
removed from the site for disposal in 
permitted disposal facilities.  No building 
material wastes or unused building materials 
shall be buried, dumped, or discharged at the 
site. 

 
 C.(2). Off-site vehicle tracking of sediments 

shall be minimized. 
 
 C.(3). The plan shall ensure and 

demonstrate compliance with applicable State 
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