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Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Historic West Des Moines
Visual Preference Survey +
Virtual Workshop
Duration: December 16th – January 2nd (~2.5 weeks)





Visual Preference Survey Overview

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Purpose
Inform creation of Design Guidelines and Zoning 

Structure
100 Slides, 4 Categories

Question Types
Image Ratings, Comments, All Optional

Image Deck
Inspired, Good, Bad, Ugly (range is key to establish highs and lows)

Settings
Limit 1 Response Per Device

Participant Range
338 (Start) to 258 (End)*

* Attrition is natural and expected given type and length of survey



Tonight’s Agenda

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Review input by category:

1. Built Form   2. Ground Floor   3. Streetscape  4. Parking + Screening

§ Highest Rated Images 
§ Lowest Rated Images 
§ Sample of Reiterated Comments 
§ General Consensus Statements (i.e., findings of feedback)

NOTE: 

Built Form includes 3 sections based on geography

• Notion: Appropriate ‘built form’ varies by location and use types
• Specific geographies have not been defined; tomorrow’s focus

1. Mixed Use Commercial (existing district on 5th)
2. Transitional (blocks neighboring commercial district)
3. Railroad Ave (certain areas west on Railroad)



Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

VPS Participant Profile 

SELECT ALL THAT APPLY

338 Respondents

~30% have a direct connection of 
working in, living in, and/or owning 
property in HWDM

1 in 3 have residential ties 
(current, former, or nearby resident)

“Other” covers range of connections 
including those who have family in the 
area, local stakeholders, vendors, those 
who live in neighboring towns, etc. 



Visual Preference Survey – Overview

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Responses by Category

Built Form
Mixed Use: 338 Respondents, 190 Comments
Transitional: 286 Respondents, 98 Comments
Railroad: 270 Respondents, 90 Comments

Ground Floor: 262 Respondents, 62 Comments
Streetscape: 259 Respondents, 89 Comments
Screening: 258 respondents, 61 Comments



Visual Preference Survey – Overview

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines
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338 Respondents







Built Form: Mixed Use Commercial

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Height differences of 1-story between adjacent buildings generally okay; 
2+ story differences appear stark / inappropriate unless context sensitive 
massing and design features are integrated into the building form.



Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Built Form: Mixed Use Commercial

Buildings should generally extend to the property lines. This provides scale
and proportion that is comfortable to the pedestrian and caters to a 
walkable, window-shopping / ground floor retail environment.



The following 
images received the 

highest ratings…



HIGHEST RATED IMAGES

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Built Form: Mixed Use Commercial

Proportions, rhythms, and detailing showcase traditional architecture with 
corner accent turret, roofline details, and bay projections.



HIGHEST RATED IMAGES

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Built Form: Mixed Use Commercial

2-Story buildings with neutral brick tones (red and yellow), horizontal 
banding elements, varied rooflines, and projections.



HIGHEST RATED IMAGES

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Built Form: Mixed Use Commercial

3-Story, mixed-use buildings showcase complementary masonry, stone, and 
earth tones paired with historic, upper story window patterns, mullions, and 
arches.



The following 
images received the 

lowest ratings…



LOWEST RATED IMAGES

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Built Form: Mixed Use Commercial

Flat, box architecture with non-traditional window patterns and long, 
continuous horizontal banding design. No windows are evident on upper 
story, right-face of building.



LOWEST RATED IMAGES

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Built Form: Mixed Use Commercial

3-story brick and metal structure showcases flat face / façade on right side 
adjacent to single story structure. 



LOWEST RATED IMAGES

Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Built Form: Mixed Use Commercial

Two single story structures sit adjacent, composed of primarily glass with a 
narrow brick divider; signage comprised of window decals and banner.



History · Harmony · Rhythm · Sight Lines · Eclectic · Brick · Styles · Colors 
ARCHITECTURAL COMMENTARY



Retain Charm · 2-3 Stories Preferred · Residential Supports Commercial Core
HEIGHT + SCALE COMMENTARY



Valley Junction – Historic West Des Moines

Built Form: Mixed Use Commercial

General Consensus

q Harmony is essential to the spirit of the district; buildings don’t stand alone

q Adjacent buildings must connect, reflect, and respect each other 

q New construction must be context sensitive, showcase appropriate massing 

q Development renderings must show neighboring structures

q Traditional architecture and façade details are preferred (see next bullet)

q Encourage earth tone masonry, window mullions, architectural/roof delineation

q 2-3 story mixed-use buildings are preferred, with upper story residential

q Residential developments need to address and/or include parking

q Varied, eclectic materials and architecture can add variety, create a richness but must 
be done right and consider neighboring structures

q Maintenance of historic structures (and financial support) is desired / necessary




