
CITY OF WEST DES MOINES 

STAFF REPORT COMMUNICATION 

Meeting Date: March 28, 2022 

ITEM: Jordan Creek Tower - Vacate 40' Highway Easement located across 575 S. 60 th Street 
(southern portion of Waterford Drive) - Dennis R. Albaugh Revocable Trust U/A/D 
10/05/2005 - VAC-005405-2021 

Resolution: Approval of Highway Easement Vacation 

Background: Ed Arp with Civil Engineering Consultants, on behalf of the property owner, Dennis 
R. Albaugh Revocable Trust U/A/D 10/05/2005, requests approval of the vacation of a 40'
highway easement (southern portion of Waterford Drive) established across the north edge of
575 S. 60th Street (Book 508, Page 432). The easement area that is the subject of this request
does contain private utility infrastructure. The applicant is proposing to provide a 40' public utility
easement in the place of the highway easement for use by private utility companies. The applicant
proposes the development of a 5-story mixed use building on the property. No structures will be
built on the easement itself, but parking, drive aisles and landscaping will be located within the
easement.

Staff Review & Comment: 
• History. The easement in question was once the southern 40' of an 80' highway easement.

The north 40' of the easement was located on 525 S. 60th Street and was vacated by the
City Council on May 31, 2016 as part of the Morningstar development. The owner of the
property at 575 S. 60th Street at the time elected not to vacate his portion of the easement.

• Disposition of the Property: This action is for the vacation of the highway easement only,
therefore no disposition is needed as the property will revert back to the underlying fee
owner.

• Public Utilities: Utility locates were conducted in this area to determine if any public or
private utilities are located within the 40' roadway easement area. Based on the
information provided with the locate, a fiber optic line, electric line and cable line go
through this area and will remain. The applicant will provide a public utility easement over
the 40' area for use by those private utilities. The easement will be presented for
acceptance by the City Council at a future meeting.

• Access: In addition to the 40' highway easement, there is an existing ingress/egress
easement (Book 1016, Page 24715) that allows access to S. 60th Street for the subject
property and for the Morningstar property to the north.

Outstanding Issues: There are no outstanding issues. 

Recommendation: Approve the vacation of 40' highway easement (southern portion of 
Waterford Drive). 

https://wdmiowa.sharepoint.com/sites/ds/CommDev Documents/_Development Projects/Jordan Creek Tower PR-001856-2021 N AC-005405-
2021 /SR_Jordan Creek Tower ROW Vacation_03-28-2022.docx 
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