
COMMUNITY COMPLIANCE SUB-COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

 
April 17, 2023 

  
Present: Doug Loots, Council Member  

Kevin Trevillyan, Council Member 
Joe Cory, Deputy Public Services Director 
Jessica Grove, Assistant City Attorney 
Rod VanGenderen, Chief Building Official, Development Services 
Fred Bell, Resident of West Des Moines 

 
The meeting was called to order at 4:39 PM.  Councilman Loots facilitated the meeting. 

 
1. Potential Community Compliance Volunteer Program 

Deputy Director Joe Cory introduced a draft of a Community Compliance Volunteer 
Program.  During the most recent budget planning process, staff discussed ideas on how to 
assist properties to stay in compliance with various City codes.  The Community Compliance 
Volunteer Program would allow staff to provide property owners with a referral list of 
volunteer groups in the community that assist with various services, free of charge.  The 
volunteers would not be City staff, they would be affiliated with an outside group or 
organization.  A draft of the Community Compliance Volunteer Form was provided for 
reference (Attachment A).  Staff requested Council’s approval to move forward with 
implementing this volunteer program. 
 
Direction:  Council is in support of the volunteer program and asked that staff further define 
and outline the program.   
 

2. 321 8th Street Update 
This property was notified on January 4, 2023, of being in violation of City Code 4-4-2:B 
and 4-4-2:F.  A civil infraction was filed against the property owner on February 7, 2023.  
Court hearing occurred on March 20, 2023, and the property owner and Legal agreed to a 
date of April 2, 2023, for the property to be fully in compliance.  Staff checked on the 
property on April 3, 2023, and the owner had not brought the property into compliance, so 
staff directed the City’s abatement contractor to proceed with abating the property.  The 
property owner had misunderstood the abatement date deadline and mediated with Assistant 
City Attorney Jessica Grove.  An extension of 24 hours was provided to the property owner 
to have everything cleaned up.  A couple days after the abatement was completed, more junk 
and debris accumulation were reported again on the property, which will require a new notice 
and the process to start over again.     
 
Council Member Trevillyan inquired about the inoperable vehicle that had been in the 
driveway of 321 8th Street.  Staff informed Council members the vehicle was now in the 
driveway of 317 8th Street and the property owner of 321 8th Street claimed it had been sold 
to the neighbor at 317 8th Street.    
 
Direction: Information Only.  Council Member Trevillyan requested a notice be given to the 
property owner of 317 8th Street regarding the inoperable vehicle that is currently in their 
driveway. 

3. Trash Enclosure Update 



Deputy Director Cory provided an update on the list of properties in the Valley Junction area 
that were originally notified of the trash enclosure requirements in November 2021.  
Originally there were 35 properties on the list, there are currently 9 properties that are still 
not in compliance with the trash enclosure requirements.  Deputy Director Cory also stated 
staff is working with the Historic Valley Junction Foundation to have the trash enclosures  
cleaned up on a more regular basis.   
 
There was discussion again on the type of materials allowed for building a trash enclosure, 
based on current City code.  Council Member Loots indicated he would discuss the trash 
enclosure material requirements with Development Services.    
 
Direction: Information Only. 
 

4. Other Matters - None 
 

5. Citizen’s Forum  
Fred Bell, property owner at 3725 Greenbranch Drive, was in attendance to discuss the 
dispute between him and the City regarding the double frontage portion of the right-of-way 
(ROW) on his property.  Deputy Director Cory provided a map of the City with red dots 
indicating where a double or triple frontage is present on a property (Attachment B).  There 
are several hundred of these instances throughout the City.   
 
On Mr. Bell’s property, there is a portion of land between his property and the City ROW 
that is owned by the City (Attachment C) and his interpretation of the City code is that this 
portion of land is the abutting property to the City ROW, and therefore, it is the City’s 
responsibility to maintain the City ROW.  To clarify the responsibility of the property owner 
which abuts public ROW, at the December 19, 2022, Council meeting, staff initiated an 
amendment to the chapter and section, Title 7 (Public Ways and Property), Chapter 1 
(Streets, Sidewalks and Alleys), Section 6 (Maintenance of Parking Terrace and Sidewalks), 
Subsection A (Responsibility of Property Owner).  The first reading was approved on 
December 19, 2022  (Attachment D).  The motion to approve the second reading of the 
amendment failed at the January 3, 2023, Council meeting.   
 
There was further discussion on Mr. Bell’s interpretation of who the abutting property owner 
is to the City ROW.  Mr. Bell disagrees that he is the abutting property owner to the City 
ROW, based on how the code is currently written.  Staff explained that if the City ROW is 
not maintained by Mr. Bell, once it becomes non-compliant, a violation notice will be issued 
and if Mr. Bell appeals, it would proceed to court.  
 
Direction:  Council Members support the staff position that the parcel between Mr. Bell’s 
property and the City ROW is considered ROW, like the roadway ROW as demonstrated in 
several other areas of the City.  Therefore, Mr. Bell would be responsible for mowing the 
parking and eventually when sidewalk is constructed south on 35th Street, he would be 
responsible for removing the snow. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM. Respectfully submitted by Kim Pinegar, Administrative 
Secretary. 
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ATTACHMENT C
3725 GREENBRANCH DR
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