
Ctry or Wesr Des Motnes
Pualtc Anrs AovlsoRy Coruurssron

AGENDA

5:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 28, 2024

City Hall Council Chambers
4200 Mills Givic Parkway

Members of the public wishing to participate telephonically, may do so by calling:
515-207-8241, Enter Conference lD: 694 126 OS2#

1. Callto Order/Approval of Agenda

2. Citizen Forum

3. Approval of Minutes of February 22,2024 Meeting

4. Old Business

5. New Business
A. Motion - Approval of Artists and Artwork Locations - 2024 WDMurals

6. Committee Reports
A. Events Committee
B. Communications Committee
C. Exhibition Committee

7. Project Work Group Reports
A. Raccoon River Park playground public Art
B. Commissioned Artwork #S

8. Staff Reports
A. Arts, Culture, & Enrichment Supervisor
B. Superintendent of Recreation
C. Director of Parks and Recreation

9. Other Matters

10. Receive, File and/or Refer
A. City Council Communications

11. Adjourn

12. Gommittee Workshops

The City of West Des Moines is pleased to provide accommodations to disabled individuals or groups and encourages their participation
in city government. Should special accommodations be required please contact the City Cleri's office at least 4g hours in advance, at
222-3600 to have accommodations provided.



WEST DES MOINES PUBLIC ARTS ADVISORY COMMISSION PROCEEDINGS
Thursday, February 22, 2024

Commission
Mahesh

Mathrubutharn
Chair

Jeff Phillips
Secretary

Amenda Tate
I/ice Chair

Ryan Crane Virginia
Barrette

Present X X X X X-arrived at
5:38 p.m.

Commission Tami Kitner Couftney
Moller

Present X-arrived at
5:32 p.m.

X
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The regular meeting of the West Des Moines Public Arts Advisory Commission was called to order
on Thursday, February 22,2024,a15:30 p.m. by chair Mathrubutham.

Staff

Ryan Penning
Director of Porks &

Recreation

Laura Murphy
Superintendent oJ

Recreation

Allison
Ullestad

Arts, Culture, and
Enrichment
Supervisor

Tina Tate
Administrative

Assistant
Parks &

Recreation

Kevin
Trevillyan

Council Liaison

Present X X X

On ltem 1. Approval of Agenda
Phillips moved to approve the agenda as presented. Crane seconded. Motion carried unanimously

On Item 2. Citizen Forum
No Report.

on Item 3. Approval of Minutes of December 14,2023 Meeting
Crane moved to approve the minutes as presented. Tate seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

On Item 4. OId Business
No Report.

New Business
On Item 5A. Presentation - ICON Waterway Trails
Amy Saylor, Community Investment Specialist with BRAVO Greater Des Moines, and Cole Miller,
Regional Coordinator for ICON Water Trails, presented ideas for public art pieces that will complement
the Hello, River installation in downtown Des Moines .In 2019, BRAVb launched public art grants to fund
projects specifically designed for government partners to support comprehensive art plans. This included a
partnership with ICON Water Trails and Group Creative that would piovide public art on water trail access
points resulting in the Hello, River project. The grant program was expanded to a third year to allow for the
preparation of the access sites. Saylor explained that the City of West Des Moines can apply for this grant and
install an art piece unique to that area. The other option *o,"ild be to select a piece from the Hello, Riier menu
designed by the arlist Plus/And. These include pieces like a large/small listener, light beacon, bench, swing,
library, or a plaque. They would connect to the larger waterway story through stru-ctural design and ihe
iridescent finish. The application for the ICON grant opens on March 4,zyi4,with a deadlini of April 5.
Crane suggested that Raccoon River Park would be a potential location for this artwork due to the
geographic and natural connection. Saylor stated that the artist will allow these options to be available
for years to come.
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on Item 58. Motion - Approval of Allocation - Des Moines Artweek2024
Group Creative requested a $7,000 sponsorship for Art Week Des Moines that would come from the
Unexpected Opportunities line item in the FY 23-24 Public Art Fund budget. From this total, $5,000
would be the artist/fellow stipend. The remaining $2,000 would be allocated for administrative fees.
Rachel Buse, Group Creative, and Diane Kunzler, Kunzler Studio, proposed their pottery Olympics
concept for Des Moines Art Week 2024.This event would consist of different competititnr ittuf
showcase basic and advanced ceramic skills. There would be a variety of participants including
scheduled artists, requested guests, and the general public.

Mathrubutham addressed the previous years working with Group Creative and recognized that they
are an artist-centric group that is involved in the community. The concern lies with the group
organizers not using a Call for Artists for the artist selection process. The goal of the Public Art
Advisory Commission is to identify the artist through standard policies and procedures and provide
furr{ing for the project directly to the artist. The Commission would like to support Art Week Des
Moines if the project follows the guidelines stated in the Public Art Master Plan. Buse stated that if
the Commission would like to submit a project to Art Week Des Moines, it would need to be entered
by May 1' Due to the limited timeline, Tate mentioned that the Youth Handmade Market could be a
way to be involved because it is scheduled during the same week.

Penning stated that the Commission provides more than just the permanent art collection such as
WDMurals and Art on the Campus. Art Week Des Moines could be another opportunity if proper
procedures were followed. This involves the Commission receiving ideas and having them vetied
through the process. Tate commented that workgroups are critical to identi$ing the artist and project
Kunzler suggested the verbiage in the Call for Artists should be focused on project and communiiy
instead of directed towards established artists. Mathrubutham mentioned that when structuring the
call, the workgroup reviews the project and tailors the criteria to fit.

Kitner moved to approve the allocation of funds for Des Moines Art Week 2024 aspresented. Crane
seconded. 1yay,6 nays. Motion was not approved.

Committee Reports
On Item 6.4.. Events Committee
No Report.

On Item 68. Communications Committee
No Report.

On Item 6C. Exhibition Committee
No Report.

Project Work Group Reports
On Item 7A. Raccoon River Park Playground Public Art
Penning stated that Ullestad is communicating with the artist, Hilde De Bruyne about completing the
installation in April which is also National Autism Acceptance Month. The Event Committee will be
discussing the details of the unveiling in their next meeting.

On Item 78. Commissioned Artwork #5
No Report.

Staff Reports

-2-



On Item 8A. Arts, Culture & Enrichment Supervisor
No Report.

On Item 88. Superintendent of Recreation
Murphy updated the Commission on the Arts, Culture, and Enrichment Coordinator position. Lauren
Rush has accepted the position and will start on March 25. A few of the spheres in pTogression are
sinking. The repairs will be addressed with warmer weather. The WDMuials Call for Artists deadline
is Friday, February 23. Ullestad is currently working on Art on the Campus for City Council
approval. Registration opens for our Spring/Summer Program Guide on March 5 for West Des
Moines residents and March 12 for non-residents.

On ltem 8C. Director of Parks and Recreation
Penning will share the Parks and Recreation Annual Report with the Commission. This report
celebrates some of the successes from the previous year. Penning will present at the Budget
Workshop on Saturday, February 24 reflecting on last year as well as highlighting goals ior next year.
Penning mentioned that the Department has been creative with alternative funding ior large projects
through public/private pafinerships. The City has shown support with staff recommending the 

-

approval of funding for all submitted supplemental requests and l8 Capital Improvement Program
projects.

On ltem 9. Other Matters

Receive, File and/or Refer
On Item 10A. Cify Council Communications

Tate moved to adjourn the meeting. Crane seconded. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting
adjourned at 6:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christina Tate
Administrative Assistant

ATTEST:

Jeff Phillips
Public Arts Advisory Commission Secretary
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5A
CITY OF WEST DES MOINES

PUBLIC ARTS ADVISORY COMMISSION

DATE: March 21,2024

lrEM: Motion - Approval of Artists and Artwork Locations - 2024 wDMurals

FINANCIAL IMPACT: Expense of $22,500 for the artist stipends ($2,SOO per new mural) and 9500 for the Best in
Show award for a total of $23,000.

SYNOPSIS: The Commission is sponsoring the fourth, temporary WDMurals exhibit from May 2024 through March
2025'The WDMurals Selection Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, March 6, to review and score 34
proposals that were submitted by 24 artists/artist groups from lowa. For comparison, 24 proposals by 20 artists/artist
groups were submitted for the 2023 WDMurals exhibit.

The selection committee members included: Mahesh Mathrubutham (Commission member), Virginia Barret
(Commission member), Joe Moose (WDM Engineering Department), Laura Murphy (parks'& RJcreation
Department), and MJ Hoag (Citizen).

Nine entries were selected to be installed on trail underpass entrance/exit walls. *The mural "Murmuration" won the
2023 Best in Show Award and will remain in place for the duration of the 2024WDqurals exhibit. Therefore, five trail
underpasses will be the location of 10 (9 new, 1 old) total murals. The committee's recommendations include:

Artwork Title Artist Name Residencv New Artist Location
Harmon of the Heartland Amanda Stout lowa City X 1
Own Your Dream Sadagat Aliyeva Des Moines X 2
Murmuration" Ebisu Cedar Rapids 3
The Bea in our Tevka Lackmann Noruvalk X 4
Venture On Maggie Douqlas Des Moines X 5

Over West Des Moines Courtney Moller West Des Moines X b
Our Stories in Food Dani Austen/Cat Rocketship Des Moines 7
Commun ! for and me! Craig Miller Des Moines X I
C'mon Let's Go Erykah Danner lowa City X I

&wn Together Ebisu Cedar Rapids 10

The nine proposals are attached for your information. A map of the proposed locations is also included and is part of
the recommendation. With the Commission's approval of the artists and locations, staff will prepare the City's
standard artist agreement for each artist. Approval of the artist agreements will be included on a future City Council
meeting agenda. The artists will paint their murals May 1-1 5,2024.

BACKGROUND: None

OUTSTANDING ISSUES (if any): None

RECOMMENDATION: The Commission approves the recommendation of the 2024WDuurals selection committee.

Lead Staff Member: Allison Ullestad. Arts. Culture and Enrichment Supervisor

STAFF REVIEWS
Department Director Penni Director of Parks and Recreation
Agenda Acceptance Ryan Penning, Director of Parks and Recreation

PUBLICATION

Published ln
Dates(s) Published

Committee
WDMurals Selection

Committee
Date Reviewed 316t24
Recommendation YE.S NO SPLIT

icable SUBCOMMITTEE REVIEW if licable
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2024 Exhibit Locations
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*2023 Best in Show Award Winner

1 Harmony of the Heartland
2 Own Your Dream

3 Murmuration*
4 The Beauty in our Backyard
5 Venture On

6 Starry Night Over West Des Moines
7 Our Stories in Food
8 community! for you and me!
I C'mon Let's Go
10 Sewn Together



I Hormony of lhe Heqrilqnd Amando Stout
lowo City

This oriwork feotures londscopes of lowo, forming ospecis, ond form onimols to portroy the story of the
rurol oreos of lowo. Our cities ond rurol creos feel so distonce ond olmost os 2 different worlds, so l,d
like forming to be feotured in ihe ciiy to occentuote 'Urbon Flourish, Rurol Chorm,'.

Artist Bio: I hove been creoting ort for over l0 yeors. I studied ort of the University of lowo where I

focused on printmoking cnd ceromics, bui hove been focusing more on pointing cnd illustrotion now. I

hove been ociively engoged in public ort for the post 3 yeors ond love creoting ort in the communities
llove to be o port of (l used to live in West Des Moines ond loved this community).llike to draw
inspirotion from the iniricote potterns of the noturolworld. I tronsform convoses into portols where
viewers ore tronsported into dreomlike londscopes inhobited by enigmotic creotures. My ortisiry
explores the symbiotic relotionship between humoniiy ond noture. By infusing elements of surreolism
into depictions of wildlife ond noture, I prompt inirospection of humonity's ploce within the lorger
ecologicol topestry. I invite viewers to think oboui iheir connection to the environment. My ori
tronscends conventionol boundories, offering o glimpse into o reclm where ihe noturol ond ihe surreol
coexist hormoniously.



2 Own Your Dreqm Sqdogol Aliyevo
Des Moines
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Life is mogicol. We often forgot thot. Reolness of everydoy life tokes so much of our otteniion ihot olmost blinds our
minds. We forget thot everything is o dreom first; we forget thoi eoch of us is on individuol, unique, ond originol. Every
humon on eorth ploys very importont role in exponsion of the universe. Every humon hos their own unique dreom ond
therefore their own story. But unforiunotely o loi of us ignore ihot dreom ond try io repeot whotever is olreody
creoted before us. The purpose of this whimsicol murol is to remind the viewers of those hidden, ignored dreoms ond
inspire them to creote iheir own life stories.

Ariist Bio: Sodogoi Aliyevo wos born ond roised in Boku, Azerboijon .ln 2OO4, ot the oge of 38, Aliyevo moved to the
Stotes with her fomily. Foced with odjusiing to o new country ond longuoge, she jumped into her love of drowing
ond refined her skills in the Des Moines Areo Community College grophic design progrom. ln the beginning of ZOll
following her colling, Sodogot quit her full-time job io focus on ort. Since the end of 2O21, Aliyevo hos been exhibiting
her work of different venues in Des Moines ond surroundings. Sodogot loves shoring her outheniic experiences
through poetry, foirytole-like stories ond whimsicol illustrotions. Her creotions ore inspired by quotes of wisdom, noture,
ond beouty in humon existence.
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When given the prompt "Our Stories", I thought oboui how growing up in lowo hos shoped who I om todoy. I hcve
been on ovid bike iroil user my whole life - from picking berries out of o burley bicycle stroller oi oge three to riding
centuries with my fomily. I grew up cotching bugs, swimming in the loke, ond running borefoot through ihe gross. My
respect ond reverence for ihe world oround me hove only grown since. I hope the viewer feels the some sense of joy
ond curiosity obout their surroundings from this piece. I included imogery I ossocioie with lowo: iconic downtown
views, notive floro ond founo, ond c good deol of outdoor recreotion. I wonted there to be something everyone
could relole to or of leosi oppreciote. This piece oims to convey the sense of surprise ond wonder thot the noturol
world gives me. I hope it inspires the viewer to get out there ond keep exploring!

Artist Bio: Tevko Lockmonn is o multimedio ortist, whose work ronges from smoll convoses to lorge murols. She is versed
in o breodth of mediums, though speciolizes in point: from woteriolor, to ocrylic, io oil. Her work is focused primorily on
conveying the beouty of the noturolworld oround us, os well os odvocoting for those on ii. She is known for her use of
bold brushstrokes ond unconventionol use of color. She is o self-procloimecl"Whimsicol Reolist'- she uses her ori os o
meons to convey o sense of wonder ond bring vibroncy to the everydoy.



5 Venture On Mqggie Douglos
Des Moines

My murol design is inspired by the stories of everyone who uses the troirs. The one thing everyone ihere hos incommon is the desire to experience noture, whether fhot be o group of bikers, friends enjoying o wolk, young porentsexploring with iheir kids, someone cleoring their heod with o jog. Being surrounded by noture offers so much ioexplore' odmire or iusi toke o deep breoth of fresh cir, especiolly in o worrd so focused on sioring of screens for themojority of the doy' These iroils offer the chonce to leorn something new right in our own neighborhoods.

The iheme for this murol is discovery. lt s o reflection of whoi ihere is to see ond leorn about while on the troil. ln mysketch' l've included imoges of locol wildflowers, leoves of locol trees, o composs, bicycle spokes, ond o sunrise. Thephrose 'Venture on is included, to encouroge possersby to moke their own story on the troil. The color scheme isbrighi ond energetic, but bosed on colors found in the noture oround the troil.

Artist Bio: Moggie Douglos is on ortist bosed in Des Moines. She groducted from Loros college in Dubuque wiih o BA inArt cnd Digitol Design' She hos worked os o grophic designer while olongside her ort prociice. Her body of workronges from obsiroct, mixed medio pieces on convas to lorge-scole muiols.ln the studio, Moggie drows frominspirotion found in noture ond the forces thol shope it. then employs processes like erosion. evoporotion ond grovityfo ollow the point to creote detoils thot connot be replicoted by ihe humon hond. she then odds her own morkmoking into the work to compliment ond emphosize ihe results of these noturolforces. Her process is on ebb ond flowbetween who she is os o noturol being ond how she influenced by the world oround her.Moggie combines her love forort with her love for design through her murol work, creoting lorge-scole ortwork thct highlights the brond or the client,spersonol oestheiic.



6 sto rry Night over west Des lvloines Courlney Moller
West Des Moines
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"storry Night over West Des Moines" is c murol thot celebrotes the rich iopesiry of stories woven into the fobric of our ciiy. lnspired by Vincentvon Gogh s iconic mosterpiece, this murol offers o modern interprefotion of ihe clossic scene, seomlessly blending ihe chorm of West DesMoines with ihe timeless ollure of o storry nighl sky. lncorporoting iconic West Des Moines londmorks such os the Jordon House, the VolleyJunction orch, ond the West Des Moines woter Tower, the murol serves os o visuol homoge io the rich history ond unique chorocter of our city.

Through this murol, I hope to ignite o sense of pride ond belonging omong residents ond visitors olike, fostering o deeper opprecioiion for the
stories thot shope our collective identiiy. As doy turns to nighi ond siors fill the sky, lei us come iogether io celebrote the beouty of our ciiy ondthe infinite possibilities thoi owoii beneoih the conopy of stors.

Artist Bio: My love for ori first storfed oi o young oge of o kitchen ioble with my grondmo in northwest lowo. once I gof to high school itblossomed ond still confinues to grow. Bosed out of my home in West Des MoinJs, lA, my work is inspired by noture, foith ond flowers. pointing
brings me hoppiness ond peoce so my desire is to help others see the peoce, groce ond beouty of the world we live in. My chosen mediumsore predominontly ocrylics on convos or wood, but occosioncl dobbles into wotercolor. I like to odd texlures ond pencil. using the stipplingtechnique to odd depth. Newer of creoiing murols but I love ironsforming spoces into coptivoting works of ori thot iell unique siories.



7 Our Stories in Food

oetreo

Doni Austen &
Cot Rocketship
Des Moines

dfi

Artist Bios: Doniond Coi
hove creoted work in
Des Moines since 2004.
Doni is o grophic
designer ond jeweler
who explores the
oesthetics of mogic ond
folk Cotholicism in her
work, ond Cot is on
illustrotor who explores
connections beiween
humons ond the o'lher-
thon-humon beings thoi
live in lowo.

9co

As you opprooch the murol, you're greeted by o koleidoscope of colors ond oromos thof beckon you closer, inviiing you to embork on o
culinory iourney. You',re greeted by ihe worm embroce of o steoming bowl of bun, its grilled pork cnd noodles swirling with fresh flovors. Asyou continue your journey, you're ironsported to the busiling streets of Addis Abodo, where the rich spices of doro wot come olive, offering o
toste of North Africon hospitolity. Neorby, the fiery hues of colorful tocos ond tomoles invite you to join in the festivities. Neorby, the
inioxicoting oromo of spices fills the oir, os o heoriy cup of choi poys homoge to the rich culinory iroditions of Souih Asio now olive in wesi
Des Moines' ln one corner, the sovory oromo of cevopi wofts through the oir, evoking memories ol lozy summer ofternoons spent grilling in
the bockyord. As you toke in ihe rich topestry of flovors ond stories depicted on ihe murol, you're reminded thot food is more thon just
sustenonce; it's c bridge thot connecis us to our roots, to eoch other, ond to ihe world of lorge. We shcre our siories over food, ond our food
itself becomes the siory. ln West Des Moines, where cultures collide ond trodiiions converge, the murol stonds os o testoment io the power of
food to unite, inspire, ond nourish both body ond soul.

't



B.ommunityl for you qnd me! Croig Miller
Des Moines
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I believe thot the term 'stories" includes oll of the experiences in life thot we choose to shore with oihers, no motter
whot form they ioke. Whether through o song we've wriften, choiting with o neighbor, o piece of ortwork thot we
creote, or even o home-cooked meol mode for o friend, I think thot the things we choose to pui into the world soy o
lot obout our unique perspeciive. Whot things cotch your ottention? Whot hobbies gei you excited to woke up every
morning? Whct mode you lough iodoy? The oct of shoring ollthese little bits of life is whot builds vibront communiiies
ond neighborhoods thot people wont to be o port of. No one con tell your stories the some woy you con, becouse no
one experiences the world quiie like you do. So go tell ihem!!!

Artist Bio: Croig Miller is on illustrotor, designer, ond fiber ortist moking silly litile projects in Des Moines



9 C'mon Let's Go Erykoh Donner
lowtl Cify

We ore oll connected, by our stories ond by the bike troils throughout the ciiy of Des Moines. The murol serves os o reminder of the joy ond
exciiemeni thot comes with exploring our city's free ond occessible community spoces. lt ignites o sense of wonder ond curiosity, inspiring
individuols to venture beyond their fcmilior routes, rediscover forgotten treosures ond creote new stories ond memories olong the woy. Just
os the troils wind ond iniersect, weoving through neighborhoods ond porks, they symbolize the interconnectedness ond unity within our
community. Eoch pothwoy represenis o ihreod in the fobric of our collective stories ond eoch poihwoy offers o differeni opportunity of
discovery ond odventure.

Artiis Bio: Growing up between Boltimore ond the Chesopeoke Boy, I hove olwoys been influenced by the oceon, noture ond gordens; ihey ore mogicol
to experience, olmosi on o spiriiuol level. I studied oil pointing ond gorden design ol ihe University of lowo where gordens were referred to os "Eorthly
Porcdises." There we olso discussed Josef Albers, o color theorist, who soid "Colors oppeor one woy when lhey ore oround certoin colors ond oppeor
onother woy oround other colors, just like people do."l qm inspired lo incorporote the ideo of creoiing eorthly porodises inio urban spoces, by using murol
ort, color ond urbon gorden design to redefine the otmosphere ond energy of o spcce. I om copiivoted by the poleniiol of ort io not only chonge the
dynomic of o spoce, bui to chonge the woy o community interocts wilh o spoce. Then to wolch how those positive chonges in environmeni con impoci
the dynomic of how people using lhe spoce interoct wiih eoch other. My bockground os o tottoo oriisi ond floroldesigner hos tought me lhe
lronsformoiive power of ori for bolh people ond spoces. I like to moke murols you con enjoy of o quick glonce bui olso encouroge o curiosiiy lhot mokes
you woni io stop ond interoci with ihe murol.



I 0 S"wn Together Ebisu
Cedor Ropids
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"Sewn Together" wos the nome of the first foshion show thot I wos c port of in 2o22.lt opened my eyes to o lot ofortistic possibility' Since then we hove hosted 3 foshion shows, ond slowly wotched the growth of o loccl, young,diverse ond susioinoble foshion scene in cedor Ropids. This piece represents the community l,ve found throughtextiles, feoiuring Mexicon, Egyption, lrish, ond Filipino fobrics os on ode to my best friends.

Ariist Blo: "Ebisu" is o 2l-yeor old Filipino Americon ortist from cedor Ropids, IA. They ore o mixed medio ortistmoinly focused on studio ori, murols, ond cloihing design. Their style is o combinotion of bright colors ondobstract flow used to creote imoginotive spo.es. ln luslz yeors oi o professionol ortist they hove pointed
murols from oregon to Florido ond mony plcces in between.
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